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Publisher's Pen

BEPZA has set a great example by donating 1200 bags of
blood at a time on 23rd March commemorating the
Sheikh Hasina Special Initiatives genocide of black night of 25 March, 1971. We placed this
program’s report in Lead page to share it with our existing

& prospective investors and the people of the country as
well. We ornamented the Exclusive page too with news and
o P afmsfs photographs of this event. We hope other organizations of

A ST WS the country would be inspired by this noble initiative of

PO S Bangladesh EPZ Authority.

Progress in Women's Empowerment

Foreign Minister along with the Ambassadors of EU and
oy QP o four other European States visited UEPZ. We put this report
RS % e in the National page of this issue. We also placed
Sheikh Hasina’s Instruction Honourable Prime Minister’s comment on RMG

A IEENVEL N compliance during World Economic Forum’s meeting at

s o Sw'itz'erland in Natior.lal page. ' '
/T TS This issue also carrying BEPZA Chief’s Reception by the

Ity ommmrmpnenl P75’ investors, visit of ADB’s Vice President in IEPZ,
Exports’ Enhancement Inter Zone Badminton Tournament, BEPZA officials
. Training at MIST, WWA formation in EPZs to ensure

ﬂ% E"'"’ o labour rights, Celebration Highlights etc. in various pages.

Sheikh Hasina’s Vow We are thankful to all General Managers for their nice
TR g o o support which helped Public Relations Department to
publish this bulletin timely.

- - -

PR Department > U
' ' ' Chict Eator § Gamaral Menager (%)
BEPZA is Marching Ahead Successfully to Build Sonar Bangladesh g g SR
BEPZA Photographer : Audio Visual Officer (PR)

Circulation In charge  Senior Librarian (PR)

BEPZA is the name of success, reliability and progress. It is the most successful organization in\
Bangladesh in terms of meeting the objectives which were set in the very beginning of its journey. We
have created such an investment-friendly atmosphere to the foreign and local entrepreneurs by which
they can easily rely on it. Moreover, the organization is contributing a lot in rapid industrialization of
the country through attracting investment in the EPZs, boosting up export and creating employment
opportunities which are assisting Bangladesh to be an economically prosperous country.

Under the direction, guidance and strong leadership of the Honourable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,

we achieved a remarkable success in the recent years. We have ranked highest among the

organizations under Prime Minister’s Office for the consecutive two fiscal years i.e. 2014-15 and

Major General 2015-16 in achieving APA target. BEPZA contributes one fifth to the total national export & FDI in

Mohd Habibur Rahman Khan,nicesc the last couple of years. The EPZs of Bangladesh is the best place to invest and we always welcome
Executive Chaiman,BEPZA  jnvestors from all over the world.

Welcome to Progress Apparel to Set up Green Factory in AEPZ

Progress Apparel BD Ltd., a concern of high street supplier and o
sourcing firm PDS Multinational is poised to open a State-of-the-Art ’
Green factory in Adamjee EPZ. The factory will be fully
air-conditioned. They will have LEED Certification and the wash
plants will be completely green. Their target is to become one of the top
garments exporters of Bangladesh.

Initially the factory is going to start its production activities very soon
in the International Standard Factory Building of BEPZA. However,
they have taken sufficient land to start their dream project which would
be based on a campus model, with canteen facilities and day care for
the workers’ children. They set to launch commercial production with
2,500 machines and 50 lines for producing school uniform, formal \ S

trousers, casual trousers, denim, casual jackets and swim shorts. Prapesd Favery d Ofte Salatn - ALPR. Bhok,

LTD
ghaden
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Principal Secretary to the PMO sharing his experience of Liberation War in the inauguration program of Blood Donation Camp at BEPZA Complex

BEPZA Tributes by Blood Donation Commemorating Genocide of 25 March

Bangladesh Export Processing Zones Authority (BEPZA) has
organized a voluntary blood donation camp commemorating
the genocide of black night of 25th March and the sacrifices of
30 lac martyrs. Employees of all levels of BEPZA and EPZs
including the workers & employees of the enterprises of EPZs
participated in the voluntary blood donation camp. This
program was organized simultaneously on March 23, 2017 by
BEPZA Executive office and 8 EPZs located in the different
parts of the country.

Principal Secretary to the Prime Minister’s Office (PMO)
Dr. Kamal Abdul Naser Chowdhury was the Chief Guest
in the inaugural program held at BEPZA Complex,
Dhaka. Ms. Suraiya Begum, ndc, Senior Secretary to

.
the PMO was present as Special Guest at the program. I RENT)

Dr. Kamal Abdul Naser Chowdhury praised BEPZA
for coming forward to serve humanity by donating
blood voluntarily. He said the initiatives of BEPZA
deserves highly appreciate which is exemplary to all
government, semi-government and autonomous
organizations. He lauded the activities and role of BEPZA in
socio economic development of Bangladesh especially
women empowerment.

Ms. Suraiya Begum, ndc thanked BEPZA for taking such
noble initiative like voluntary blood donation. She hoped that
the example set by BEPZA would motivate other
organizations and also the public in voluntary blood donation.

Exclusive Page

Executive Chairman of BEPZA Major General Mohd Habibur
Rahman Khan, ndc, psc said that the initiative of voluntary
blood donation taken by BEPZA is for memorializing the
genocide of 25th March and the sacrifices of the martyrs and
freedom fighter of the Liberation War. He said BEPZA is
playing a pioneer role with the EPZs located in the different
parts of the country inspiring all in voluntary blood donation. It
will be a great achievement for BEPZA if the donated blood
saves the life of critical patient, he added.

General Habib said BEPZA, of course, gives highest priority

in the economic development of the country but never

ignore in serving humanity. The authority has been

contributing around 20% of both total national export
and FDI for the last couple of years from the eight
EPZs of the country containing only 2307.27 acres of
land, he added.

Md. Abdul Halim, Director General, Governance
Innovation Unit of PMO welcomed BEPZA’s initiative to

launch directory containing the information of blood donors.
As DG of GIU, he appreciated such kind of innovative idea
which would ease the government to establish good
governance in Bangladesh.

Among others, Zillur Rahman, ndc, Member (Investment
Promotion), Md. Mosaddeque Ali, Member (Engineering),
Md. Mizanur Rahman, Member (Finance), Md. Nabirul Islam,
Secretary and General Managers including employees of all

levels of BEPZA were present in the program. 5
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F D s ol I oy D y . ( Honourable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
BangladEShFlrm tOEnSUTEBMG compllance: PM said her government is highly committed to
o 5 ' ensuring compliance with regard to the
Readymade Garment (RMG) industry. “The
contribution of the apparel and textile industry
to our economy is immense. We are highly
committed to ensure compliance with regard
to labour rights, workplace safety and

environmental standard in the industry,” she
added.

The PM was replying to questions at a
workshop titled “Shaping a New Water
Economy” at the 47th Annual Meeting of the
World Economic Forum at Congress Hall in
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina speaking at the plenary session of the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland Davos 5 SWitzerland onJ anuary 17, 2017.

The Premier said Bangladesh's RMG industry achieved higher compliance standards in terms of wages, workplace safety, norms,
practices and harmonious industrial relations. “There has been a 77% increase in basic wage. Assessment of all the 3,780 factories
as recommended by global brands and retailers has been completed,” she added. Sheikh Hasina said the factories are now working
hand-in-hand with global brands and retailers to ensure international standards. Every factory had an Occupational Safety
Committee where employers and workers are working together. "We are supporting the industry to 'go green'. Today, Bangladesh
has 38 LEED certified factories- out of the world's top 10 ranked green factories, 7 are in Bangladesh", she pointed out.

UEPZ Created Waves of Development in the Northern Region: Foreign Minister

Forei inister Abul n Mahm n
oreign Minister Abul Hassa ahmood e to Delegation.ofihe European Unio

Ali said, “Uttara EPZ (UEPZ) created Welco == |\
: T

waves of development in the Northern E E e GZVO‘NE"

Region. Working activities has been - - 1§Ea§‘§$§ESS‘N

increased, living standard of the people is
jumping over the advanced stage in this

r r ._ ."..'

lagging areas.” He said during visiting 3 - X o'y
UEPZ on February 22, 2017 along with - \ /) ; 1 * \

the Ambassador of European Union (EU) EFSSSSSg : ! § L% '5 -
and four other European States’ Envoys. § 8 ' A | : PN .
Abdul Halim Molla, Member (IP), Nazma b gk v/ i Vo S ‘ » |
Binte Alamgir, GM (PR) of BEPZA and AL RE R | Y

Tanvir Hossain, GM of UEPZ welcomed
the respected dignitaries.

Foreign Minister said, the speed of our l ‘ k

development has been escalated after 7he angn Minister, the El Ambassadors along mth BEPZA’s Member (IP), GM (PR) & GM (UEPZ) pose at UEPZ
assuming power by the present government in 2009 which reflected in all sectors including roads, communication system,
electricity, business establishments, housing and employment especially women empowerment. He mentioned that UEPZ is
contributing a lot in the socio economic development of this region and it is the shining example of how a prudent decision of
the Honourable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina can change the life style of a region.

Praising the socio economic development of Bangladesh the Ambassador of the EU Pierre Mayaudon said, “Bangladesh will turn
into a middle income country very soon. This is my first visit at EPZ but I am well informed about protection of rights of the
EPZs’ workers through Workers Welfare Association.”

Ambassador of the Netherlands Mrs. Leoni Cuelenaere said, “I am very happy to see that the women of the lagging areas are
contributing to the economy through their work. British High Commissioner Ms. Alison Blake said Bangladesh is the country of
huge potential. The Ambassador of Denmark Mr. Mikael Hemniti Winther said, “I am very much impressed to see the investment
scenario of backward region through EPZ. Ambassador of Germany Dr. Thomas Heinrich Prinz wanted to know the reason
behind the investment and diversified products of UEPZ despite of long distance from Chittagong Port. General Manager of
UEPZ informed that reduced rate of land and factory building, extended tax holiday facility and availability of easily trainable
workforce are the main attraction of investment in Uttara EPZ.

Later, the delegation along with high officials of BEPZA visited Ventura Leatherware Mfg (BD) Limited. They highly lauded the

production process of world-renowned brand Michael Kors fashion bag and the peaceful atmosphere prevailing in the EPZ.
4
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BEPZA Awards Best Employees of 2016

BEPZA has awarded 11 employees for their excellent performance in o

2016. The Executive Chairman Major General Mohd Habibur - 3y
Rahman Khan, ndc, psc handed over crest to the Best Employees at [ =/~
wrannag s kst the day Annual Sports & Cultural Program held on January 13, 2017. o, 3050

Md. Khorshid Alam
General Manager

Mohammad Ali
Supervisor

Md. Al Ajgar

Office Asstt. cum Comp. Opt.

This is for the first time BEPZA honoured Best General
Manager and the award went to GM, Chittagong EPZ.
Moreover, BEPZA awarded Best Officers from AEPZ,
.| CEPZ and Executive Office. BEPZA also honourd six |
w-.b, ] Best Staffs including Security Guard, Service boy, Driver
hessantgo Asssim s Osr from Executive Office, CEPZ, DEPZ UEPZ and KEPZ.

Md. Abq Ullah Chowdhury

Md. Shirajul Islam
Service Boy

Electric Helper

Md. Hasmot Ali
Security Guard

Munshi Shahidul Isiam
Security Officer

4 CERTIFICATE AWARD CEREMOWY
L22

RA EALTH AND
TRAINING PROGRAM ON OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY, W
R ENTAL MANAGEMENT IN EPZs OF BANGLADESH, BEPZA-MST

22 MAR 2017

BEPZA Chief and MIST Chief along with 40 trainees pose in the Award Ceremonial

Training on OSH & IM

A training program organized for BEPZA officials at
Military Institute of Science & Technology (MIST) on
‘Occupational Safety, Health & Industrial Management in
- EPZs’. 40 officers comprising different department and
- EPZs including Social & Environment Counsellors
participated in this training program held between March
18-22, 2017. Executive Chairman of BEPZA Major
General Mohd Habibur Rahman Khan awarded certificate
to the participants in the closing ceremony.

Newly Posted High Officials in BEPZA

Joint Secretary Mr. Mizanur

was at a2i Project under
UNDP on lien. Prior to that
he was Director (Admin) at

the Prime Minister’s Office.
BEPZA Inter Zone Badmmton Tournament

"

Mizanur Rahman
Member (Finance)
BEPZA

Zillur Rahman NDC
Member (IP)
BEPZA

BEPZA successfully organized Inter Zone Badminton
Tournament for the first time. The tournament held in Dhaka
EPZ on January 1-8, 2017. 12 best teams and contestants from
all 8 EPZs and Executive Office participated.

In the Singles, S.M. Shahnewaz Islam, Office Assistant of
AEPZ became Champion. Md. Shamsuzzaman, Electrician of
DEPZ placed Runner-up. In the Doubles, the team from Uttara
EPZ comprised of Mohammmad Ali & Md. Murad Sardar,
Security Guard became Champion and the team from BEPZA
Executive Office comprised of Md. Quamaruzzaman, Senior
Assistant Secretary & Md. Safiqul Islam, Assistant Engineer
(Civil) stood Runner-up. Mr. Abdul Halim Molla Member (IP)
distributed trophies and crests among the winners.

Additional Secretary Mr.

BEPZA. Before that, he
was Project Director of
Digital
ment System Project.

L e e o 4 =%
Winners of the tournament pose with the guests after completion of the final matches

Deputy Secretary Mr.

Rahman, one of the officers Zillur  Rahman NDC Nabirul Islam joined
of 11 BCS batch joined posted as  Member BEPZA as Secretary on
BEPZA  as  Member (Investment Promotion). 24 January 2017. He
(Finance) on 19 February Previously he worked as was at Bangladesh
2017. Before posted here he Member (Finance) in Overseas Employment

& Services Ltd. prior to
joining here. Before that,
he was Secretary of
Dhaka North City Corp.

MEPZ Stall Wins 1st Place in Development Fair

Mongla EPZ won 1st Place in the category of “Stall Exhibition”
at Development Fair 2017 arranged by Office of the Mongla
Upzila Nirbahi Officer during January 09-11, 2017. This fair
was organized in remembrance of home coming day of Father of
the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and also for
showing the development initiatives of the ruling government
led by Honourable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina to the public.

In the fair, MEPZ exhibited its development activities and
sample products of the enterprises. Officers and staffs of MEPZ
attended the Development Fair and achieved the success for
better branding of Mongla EPZ and BEPZA as well.

Nabirul Islam
Secretary
BEPZA

Land Manage-

GM of MEPZ along with officials are seen w 11/1 Ihe cre. v[ after ending the /au
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Investors’ Association Honoured BEPZA Chief for APA Award
Bangladesh EPZ Investors’ Association (BEPZIA) has

given a grand reception to the Executive Chairman of

BEPZA Major General Mohd Habibur Rahman Khan, General Mohd g%gllv?:! Rahman Khan, ndc,

ndc, psc for being awarded by the government in :

achieving the target of Annual Performance Agreement
(APA) for the fiscal year 2015-16. The Executive
Chairman was honoured in an investors meeting held on
January 5, 2017 of CEPZ Investors Club presided over

by Mr. M Nasir Uddin, Senior Vice Chairman of
BEPZIA and Chairman & MD of Pacific Jeans Group. > : ‘

The Executive Chairman said, BEPZA has always been Senior Vice Chairman of BEPZIA M Nasir Uddin handing over a crest to the Executive Chairman, BEPZA
an effective partner with its investors. He uttered firmly that the tie between BEPZA and investors would be stronger in future.
BEPZA is now recognized as a brand in the global business arena and the investors of EPZ made BEPZA a Brand, he added. The
investors expressed their satisfaction regarding the overall situation including security of the zone. They welcomed the
government’s decision to allow BEPZA to set up BEPZA Economic Zone at Mirsarai and hoped that the investors will go further
ahead under the excellent management of Major General Habib. They also hoped BEPZA would be crowned with more success
in coming days. Mentionable that BEPZA ranked highest among the organizations under the PMO in accomplishing APA target
of 2015-16. BEPZA also ranked top in achieving KPI targets of 2014-15. Among others, Nazma Binte Alamgir, GM (Public
Relations) of BEPZA, Khorshid Alam, GM of Chittagong EPZ, S.M. Akhter Alam Mostafi, GM of Karnaphuli EPZ, Azizul Bari
Chowdhury, Director, J&J Ind. Ltd., Khaja Myunuddin Farhad, MD of Farkantex (BD) Ltd. and other investors of Chittagong
and Karnaphuli EPZ were present in the reception program.

Snapshots of Executwe Chalrman’s Dynamlsm

1. BEPZA officially started the paperless 3. BEPZA has formally launched the ~ BEPZA Chief Major General Mohd
electronic-filing (e-filing) system on 29 electronic-Government Procurement Habibur Rahman Khan visited Karnaphuli
March 2017 for ensuring good governance (e-GP) to ease tendering process for the EPZ Medical Center on January 05, 2017.
and delivery prompt service to its valued acquisition of goods, works and He was informed on various issues like
stakeholders and others. BEPZA Chief consultancy services with enhanced medical equipments, medicines etc. He
Major General Mohd Habibur Rahman Khan efficiency. The Executive Chairman of instructed the GM, KEPZ to extend the
has inaugurated the system by approving a BEPZA inaugurated the system by medical facilities for the workers.

file initiated by Sr. Asst. Secretary Md. approving a tender file initiated by SE Md. 6. Annual Sports & Cultural Program of
Abdur Rahman Miah through online. Abdur Rahman Bhuiyan on 29 March 2017. BEPZA Public School & College of Dhaka

2. BEPZA Executive Chairman inaugurated 4. BEPZA Chief inaugurated newly EPZ held on February 12, 2017. BEPZA
Karnaphuli EPZ Mosque on January 05, constructed Mosque of Adamjee EPZ on Executive Chairman maugurated the sports
2017 and offered prayer there. GM of KEPZ February 24, 2017. Member (Engg.) and as Chief Guest. He enjoyed the program
and CEPZ were present during this time. =~ GM, AEPZ were present on that time. and distributed prizes among the winners,

6
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Universal Jeans Ltd., Jeans 2000 Ltd. and Pacific Jeans Ltd., the concern of
Pacific Jeans Group of Chittagong EPZ have been awarded all three
‘National Export Trophy’-Gold, Silver & Bronze for the year 2013-14 for
being the highest exporter of EPZs of Bangladesh. While Shasha Denim
4 Ltd. of Dhaka EPZ bagged Gold Trophy at ‘other products & services’
under EPZ category.

The Honourable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina handed over the National
Export Trophy for fiscal
year 2013-14 to the
awardees at the
_ v inauguration ceremony
k e it . of the Dhaka
Honourable Prime Minister handing over trophy to Mr. M. Nasir Uddin of Pacific Jeans Group  International Trade Fair
on January 01, 2017. Prime Minister said, "The National Export Trophy is
being awarded every year to encourage the exporters”. She urged the
entrepreneurs to come forward with innovative ideas, knowledge and
qualitative strategy to diversify their products of global demand.

Mentionable, Pacific Jeans Group has been awarded 14 National Export " |
Trophies since 1998-99 to 2013-14 as the highest exporter of the EPZs as well © | &
as country. On the other hand, Shasha Denim achieved the Gold Trophy for the jg [ &

consecutive three years i.e. 2011-12, 2012-13 and 2013-14 for the significant TR o

contribution to the export of the country. Mr. Shams Mahmud, MD, Shasha Denim receiving trophy from Honourable Prime Minister

NBR Exempted Bank Guarantee

BB ’s Financial Facilities for EPZs' Enterprises

EPZs' A-type Units to Get
Short-Term Foreign Loans

The foreign companies located in the Export
Processing Zones (EPZ) and Economic
Zones (EZ) would be allowed to borrow
short-term foreign-currency loans from
their parent companies and shareholders
abroad. The Bangladesh Bank (BB), central
Bank of Bangladesh, issued a circular in this
regard on January 22, 2017.

Under the existing regulations, A-type industries in
EPZs are allowed to obtain short-term loans from
overseas banks and financial institutions subject to
observance of the stipulated instructions.

However, under the relaxations, all A-category
industries in EPZs and EZs are allowed to access
short-term foreign-currency loans from parent
companies/shareholders abroad and other A-type
subsidiaries/associates operating in the country's
special zones.

The Bangladesh Bank took the initiative to liberal-
ize the country’s foreign exchange regime to attract
more foreign direct investment. The central bank
had earlier relaxed the foreign- exchange regula-
tions allowing all enterprises in the EPZs to borrow
offshore medium-and long-term loans.

Source: The Financial Express
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Relaxes Use of Debit Cards for
Top Executive of EPZ

Three top executives of each
N of the firms located in the
5\ EPZs and Economic Zones
(EZ) would be allowed to
use international debit and

prepaid cards while
travelling abroad for business
purposes, according to a

Bangladesh Bank (BB) circular
issued on January 12, 2017. EPZs
and EZs enterprises may avail
such card facility from one
card-issuing bank only, the
circular said.

The central bank earlier allowed
only the local farms to use the
international credit and debit
cards for their top three officials.
From now on, top three officials
of the enterprises which are
located in EPZs and EZs will be
allowed to use international debit
and prepaid cards against their
balance held with the foreign
currency accounts with the
respective banks. Source: The New Age

on EPZs' Machinery Import

The National Board of Revenue (NBR)
has exempted the Export Processing
Zones (EPZ) industries from providing
bank guarantee to the customs authority
for import of all sorts of machinery and
spare parts. The NBR issued a SRO on
March 20 saying that enterprises of
EPZs will be exempted from paying any
types of duties and taxes including
customs duty, supplementary duty,
regulatory duty and value-added tax on
import of machinery and spare parts.

Since the beginning of establishment of
EPZs there had been no duties and taxes
on import of the items until fiscal year
2014-2015 when NBR inadvertently
left out the EPZs from the benefit in the
budget. However, because of immediate
step taken by BEPZA the NBR allowed
the EPZ investors to import machinery
by providing bank guarantee against the
duty at the rate of 1% for interim period.

After issuing the circular, the investors
of EPZs need not submit any bank
guarantee for the release of imported
machinery and spare parts. They only
have to submit import permit obtained

from the BEPZA to avail the benefit.

Source: The New Age 7






